H. D. KHAN CAMPS AT SAMAYAVARAM
the enemy on the maydan, he inarched with his own army
towards UntzitCtr and stayed there for some days. In the
meanwhile Hamid AH Khan, one of the intimate friends of
Hazral-i-Ala, marched hastily during the night with 500 intelli-
gent men and wrenched the fort of VirdhachaU from the hands
of the enemy. Husayn Dost " Khan marched out after the
arrival of Ahsanu'd-Dln Khan, the fawjdar of the French, who
was at Chittor and for whose sake the former waited at the
battle-field of Ranjangadh. Both marched forward and once
again confronted the army of the sarkar near a tank known as
the Nawwab Tank and gave battle. But Husayn Dost Khan
did not find strength to continue the fight, turned his horse's
reins from the field of battle and engaged himself to blockade
the roads. Hazrat-i-Ala learnt that the horse of A.hdu'1-
Wahhab Khan Bahadur fell at the battle of Ranjangadh struck
by a cannon-ball, and sent for him. Husayn Dost Khan reach-
ed Samiwaram at a distance of four kuroh from Nattharnagar.
The arrival of Husayn Dost Khan at the fort of Natthar-
nagarz and other facts relating to the fight day by day.
Husayn Dost Khan had been routed at the battle of
Ranjangadh; now he broke the cup of his honour on the maydan
of the Nawwab Tank adjoining Untatur. Then he hastened
to Samiwaram and camped there. Hazrat-i-Ala ascended the
(1)  Vriddhachalam was a large and strong pagoda garrisoned by 300 of
Chanda Sahib's troops.    It commanded the high road to Fort St.  David and
its capture was necessary for the English.   The  garrison was summoned by
Muhammad All's officer to deliver up the place.   They refused   and manned
the walls.   The  English troops under cover of the  river bank, fired at them
for some hours ; but finding that this attack made little impression, they pre-
pared towards evening to make a general  assault,   when the  sight of the
scaling ladders induced   the governor  to   surrender.     The English  left a
garrison of 20 Europeans and 50 Sepoys in the pagoda.   (Orme, p. 172.)
(2)  In March, 1751, Chanda Sahib and the French troops moved out
from   Pondi cherry and proceeded, after reducing some forts, to Arcot;
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